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One of the great things about living in the North West of the Britain is the proximity of two of the
finest musical organisations in the country. For a long time it was thought that Manchester’s
Hallé was the oldest orchestra in Britain, but that honour belongs to the Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic.

In 1853, the Philharmonic orchestra was formed for "the pleasure of the moneyed merchant
class® of Liverpool, subsequently attracting some of the greatest artists the musical world has
had to offer. Guest conductors have included Wilhelm Furtwangler, Pierre Monteux, George
Szell, Serge Koussevitzky, and Bruno Walter, the two latter being the greatest champions of
contemporary music, including the likes of Prokofiev, Stravinsky, Alban Berg and Schénberg.
Guest instrumentalists included Pablo Casals and a young Yehudi Menuhin. Guest singers
included Nellie melba, Clara Butt and John McCormick.
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Under Malcolm Sargent

In the early 1940s, the Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra and Society (the orchestra did not gain
‘royal’ status until 1957) took their expertise into the community, initiating a programme of
musical education in and around the City.

Under Sargent’s leadership the orchestra were playing many more concerts, and there was a

move to attract a wider audience. With this came the inevitable popular classics: lighter music.
There were complaints at the time - that are still echoed today, by snobs (of which | am one) -
who accused the orchestra of (to use the current parlance) ‘selling out’.

Today the RLPO is recognised as one of the leading Orchestras in Europe. The outstanding
succession of its conductors has meant that the orchestra deliver only the highest standards.
This has also meant that there have been off-shoots. The Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Choir
has three other choirs associated with it. Younger members sing in the Liverpool Philharmonic
Training Choir and in ‘Melody Makers’ and two other choirs in the society are the Liverpool
Philharmonic Gospel Choir and the Liverpool Philharmonic Community Choir (accepting anyone
with a love of singing and without an audition).

‘Ensemble 10/10’ was formed by orchestra members in 1997 to perform works of contemporary
music, and has performed a large number of world premiéres. Many of its concerts are played in
The Cornerstone, Hope, at Everton - the second campus of Liverpool Hope University. And
there is the Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Orchestra who could count such luminaries as Simon
Rattle, who was a percussionist, amongst their players.
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